
AMBLER INDUSTRIAL MINING ROAD: TALKING POINTS  

➢ EXPLAIN WHO YOU ARE AND WHY YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE PROPOSED AMBLER 

ROAD. FOR EXAMPLE: 

• I live in ______ and I am opposed to the Ambler Road because _____________. 

• I am concerned about impacts to _____________.  

o Examples: caribou, fish, water, my way of life, my community, cultural resources, my 

ability to recreate in the area, the cost to the state 

• This project isn’t in the best interest of the state and shouldn’t be allowed because 

_____________. 

• Question: How will the AK DNR address my concerns about ______________? 

➢ KEY CONCERNS ABOUT THE PROJECT: 

• DNR is relying heavily on the federal government’s review of this project for its review 

of the easement. But the federal government recently admitted in two lawsuits related to 

the Ambler Road that it did not adequately consider impacts to subsistence, caribou, 

water resources, and cultural resources. DNR should not approve AIDEA’s easement 

when there are so many problems with the federal permits.  

• The total cost of building, operating, and maintaining this project is expected to run 

upwards of 1.4 billion dollars. The current mining company has no plans to pay for this, 

instead it would be funded through public financing, leaving the state on the hook if the 

mines are never built or don’t provide the highly speculative returns.  

• This road will cross 2,900 streams, 11 major rivers, and 1,700 acres of wetlands. These 

waters are home to whitefish, sheefish, salmon, pike, burbot, grayling, and more. A 

project of this scale will have serious, negative impacts to water and fish. DNR needs 

more information about the design of the project and how AIDEA will address the 

serious impacts to fish and water. 

• The road intersects with the migratory routes of three caribou herds, including the 

Western Arctic Caribou Herd. This 211-mile industrial road could have significant 

impacts on the migratory route and health of these caribou herds, which are a necessary 

food source and provide for the traditional lifeways of the people in the region.   

• AIDEA has not provided enough information about what this project will look like or 

about its potential impacts for the public to fully understand the proposal. AIDEA’s 

federal permit and state easement applications provide only vague information about the 

fact that this project will start as a 1-lane dirt “pioneer road” and will ultimately become a 

2-lane industrial road.  

• DNR’s site-specific plan contains no information about how DNR will protect existing 

uses in the region or address the serious impacts of this project. The Plan just assumes — 

wrongly — that building a massive industrial road through the area won’t harm 

subsistence, recreation, or wildlife. 

• AIDEA claims that this will be a private toll road, but has provided no indication how the 

road will be kept private over the long run.  



• There is widespread opposition to this project. Numerous communities, tribes, and other 

entities have passed resolutions in opposition and have voiced serious concerns about the 

project.  

• The road will negatively impact vegetation, permafrost conditions, and waterways in an 

area already under stress from climate change, making the cumulative effects of the 

project difficult to predict. As we saw last summer with the Denali Park Road, building 

gravel roads through permafrost areas can lead to serious infrastructure problems with 

great environmental and financial consequences.  

• The federal government estimates that there could be as many as 168 trucks on the 

Ambler road daily (one every 9 minutes) and double that number on the Dalton Highway 

as double-trailers filled with ore would be split to become single-trailers on the Dalton 

Highway. The additional traffic on the Dalton Highway from this project is not in the 

public’s interest.  
 


