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Changes at the Northern Alaska
Environmental Center

By Arthur Hussey, Executive Director
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reetings, again. | trust you are all enjoying an actigdect that timber is a relatively small part of the overall com-
and enjoyable summer. We certainly are appreciptnent of the economic value of a forest. Forget that the vast
ing the warm weather here in Fairbanks. But yauajority of Alaskans appear to favor multiple-uses of forests,

must be taking a break from the activities to read this issueasdy the way, does the Alaskan constitution.

I'd like to update you on matters of import here at 830 College

Road: the 2003 legislative session; new faces; and mentbeecutive Order (EO) 107.Eliminates checks and bal-

inputs. ances Alaskans have come to expect since statehood. This
nifty order moves the chickens into the fox’s lair. It gives the
The Good. The Bad. The Ugly Department of Natural Resources with its resource develop-

ment mandate the authority for habitat protection, particularly
Well, let me rephrase that: the Bad, the Ugly. As far as ledish streams.
lative sessions go, 2003 couldn’t have been much worse. In a
nutshell, more of the same, despite changing faces in H®69. Out of balance legislation promoted by Outside-con-
Governor’s mansion and other offices. No agreement on ti@led Evergreen Resources that deregulates coal-bed meth-
budget deficit. Threatened cuts to Alaska’s future, its edueae drilling—and does so to the point that local government
tional system. Old, tired policies on resource developmergally can’t oversee the process. Left unsaid is the testimony
Attempts to eliminate environmental safeguards for the lasdout the tremendous amount of saline water that coal bed
that Alaskans cherish. Outside-influenced efforts to redunethane drilling produces—water that does nothing to keep
the governmental checks and balances that Alaskans vabue.habitats healthy, but rather threatens clean drinking and
And so on. surface water supplies.

Three cases, just for example... Need | say more? If | do, | require but four words: Call Your
Representative. Vote.

House Bill (HB) 149. Short-sighted law mandating timber

first on state forests, then all those other “secondary” miihe News

tiple-uses such as habitat for sport and subsistence species,

wild food harvesting, venues for recreational pursuits. N&s many of you know, we have two new faces at NAEC.

(Changes, continued on pg 14)
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Oil Drilling Threatens Native Ways

Compass: Points of View from the Community

By Rosemary Ahtuangaruak, Mayor of Nuigsut

(First Published Anchorage Daily
News, April 1, 2003)

munity health aide for the villageproved.

of Nuigsut, | have serious con-
cerns about the ongoing effects of oil deAir pollution is visible over the Nort
velopmentin Alaska’s Arctic. Nuigsut isSlope in winter as a yellowish haze. N
west of the Arctic National Wildlife Ref- trogen oxide emissions from the oil flel
uge and the Prudhoe Bay oil fields andre more than twice the total emitted NN
is near the Beaufort Sea coast in thé/ashington, D.C. During winter ther
Colville River delta. We are within eightare many natural gas flares that occ
miles of the Alpine oil developmentwhich caused me to have many bu
project, often referred to as an exampleights on call responding to communi
of how new fields have a smaller footmembers’ complaints about respirato
print. illnesses. | remember when | began

a health aide there was only one a

The Alpine oil field already includes roadsmatic patient, and when | quit in 199
and pipelines, and we face new devethere were 60 people who had to
opment with a gravel road from it to threeespiratory medications. There are als@rilling for oil haS significant negative im-
new oil fields and new leases now beinincreased numbers of thyroid disorder$acts on Alaska's fragile arctic ecosystems.
offered in the National Petroleum Re¥or this village of more than 400 people,
serve and across the Beaufort Sea. TRe600 percent increase in respirator bout devel t and th Sl
NPR-A is our backyard, and the Inupiapatients should get some type of re- out development, an ey are st
people of this region have been huntingponse. Our voices are not being hear?ccurrlng The land, sea and air provide
and fishing and living off the land here or us through the long, dark winters and
for thousands of years. Our way of liféAir pollution isn’t the only problem. We we neaed thf(?m to survwed as the JObSd
is increasingly threatened by the cumihave water quality changes, land us roun kuso ?‘n go to outsiders. We nee
lative effects of oil and gasconflicts, oil spills, noise pollution, in- to work together to approve increasing
development.A Seismic vibrators lookcreased traffic and disturbance to fisRNer9Y alternatives in environmentally
ing for oil and frequent helicopter flightsand wildlife species. And the social fabsagelwar)]/ S ar;]d Ieavg this land thati 'SI rich
have disturbed the caribou herds wheréc of the community is under stressb ar:SW;?er?nZasrlar?g r;na?r?sillecs) \;?fd
| live. Big herds of caribou do not comeTruancy, vandalism, domestic violence ther animals. y
through our town anymore, and most odilcohol and drug abuse and suicide are
our hunters have found it hard to eveall increasing. One of our biggest con- .
get caribou. Our elders tell me that theerns is a road and what new develo;ﬁo.semary Ahtuangaruak 'S mayor of
caribou are having problems, as more arment that will bring. And how does all of _U|qsut, former community health
seen with illnesses. Fish have been dthis affect global warming? Remembe?'de' basketball coach and a mother
creasing in numbers, and multiple spehat all of these sprawling pipelines WiIIO]c five.
cies are being affected. Fish caught iaventually go under water and the plates
the net have been deformed, yellow, witbf ice will rise. Then what will happen
increased parasites, tumors in the musdie the oil facilities? When the pristine
or reproductive glands, and some amnghite wonderland that we live in be-
skinny with a bitter taste to the meatcomes a black wasteland, it will be too
Many people at the ongoing, never-endate.
ing meetings scheduled in the village ‘ ‘
have voiced these concerns, but deveé¥dany people in our village have grown

As the mayor and former com-opment activities continue to be a 4%

0 NAEC File Photo

p with their parents attending meetings
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" Reduce Reuse Recycle

Please remember to follow the “three R's” — but keep in mind that in most
' cases, using fewer resources in the first place is much more effective than
‘ recycling what has already been wastefully consumed.

By Nancy Fresco, Local Issues Coordinator

Saving Electricity

lectrical energy seems clean antfery few regions of the US rely on elecof use for common appliances are shown
Ennocuous; it is easy to forget thatrical power produced entirely by renewin Figure 1.

he byproducts of its productionable sources, and many power plants are
are rarely harmless. Because mostill burning the dirtiest of fossil fuels, Here in Fairbanks, our power is distrib-
homes and offices are extremely ineffiecoal. Thus, the first step in reducing thated by the Golden Valley Electric As-
cient in their energy use, much of thénpact of your electrical use is to makaociation, which supplies roughly 60%
pollution produced by electrical generasure you know where your electricity ioil-fired power, 10% hydroelectric, 15%
tion could easily be avoided.coming from, and how much you arecoal, and 15% natural gas. In some ar-
Homeowners can make a positive difusing. The average US household usess, you can choose to pay more for your
ference by replacing aging appliancesibout 14 kilowatt-hours (KWh) of en-power in order to finance cleaner en-
turning off unused or unneeded energgrgy per day, or 420 KWh/month; yourergy production from renewable sources.
draws, and purchasing the most efficierglectrical bill will tell you how much you But even if this option isn’t available, the
electrical devices. have used. Typical wattages and houtsnts below can greatly reduce your en-

Figure 1: Household Appliance Energy Consumption
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vironmental impact — and save youstill “on”. This power draw can be fairl
money in the process. high — for example, 28 watts (20 KW
month) for a 21-inch TV with an “in
stant on” feature. Several 24-hour-ps
day “leaks” add up to a lot of wast
Understandably, conservation-minded his can be remedied by plugging i
folks are loath to throw anything awaypower strips, and turning the strips ¢
But in some cases, upgrading may b&hen you're not using the appliance.
justifiable. For example, while the aver€ourse, pulling the plug works, too —
age 15-year-old refrigerator burns $9.480es not buying this type of device

Visit our website at
www.northern.org
to learn more
about how to

Replacing older appliances

worth of energy every month ($113.76the first place.
year), a new Energy Star fridge will cost

only $2.37 per month ($28.44/year)Most large appliances are required
Modern freezers, washers, furnacesave labeling that shows their ener
dishwashers, and water heaters are algse.

Be a smart shopper. Comp

generally much more efficient than oldemodels, and look for EnergyStar label§,

ones.

Buying the most efficient model

Some appliances have not become uni-
versally more efficient over time, but ard_ast issue: Heating environmentall
now available in energy-saving modeld\ext issue: Eating Environmentall

Front-loading low-water washing ma

While there, you can
also stay informed by
S signing up to receive email
alerts on issues
important to you!

which indicate a product that has
ceeded efficiency standards and inc
porates power management featu
such as “sleep” mode.

chines save both water and ener
Compact fluorescent lights use one qu
ter the energy of regular incandescg
bulbs, last much longer, and reduce f
risk, since they don’t heat up. A highse
efficiency hot water heater could sa
you more than $90 in water heating co
per year. A dryer with a moisture sens
saves energy and prevents over-dryi

Avoiding waste

The first way to prevent waste is ob\
ous: turn off what you're not using, ar
don’t buy what you don’t really neec
Hang your wet laundry out in the su
make that shower a little shorter; tu
off the TV more often.

However, there are other sources
waste that are less noticeable. Stere
TV’s, computers, and many other elg
trical devices are getting bigger and b
ger, and almost all of them now dra
“ghost power.” That s, they use ener
even when you are not using them, |
cause they are never really off. Ifar
light or a clock is glowing, or if the de
vice uses a remote control or plugs i
a “wall cube” (DC converter), then iti

Boreal Shorts

By Nancy Fresco,
Boreal Forest Coordinator

Healthy Forests?

Representatives passed a bifproperty; however, wildfire is also pa

based on the
Administration’s Healthy Forests Initia-American west. This bill is not the be
tive. The bill, which has not yet passedneans of addressing the problem.
the Senate, would give the Forest Ser-
vice and the Bureau of Land Manage¥the plan places too much emphasis
ment the authority to bypass many relimber profits, and too little on protect
quirements of the National Environmening residents from immediate risks. Fi
tal Policy Act (NEPA) when writing prevention near homes and communit

On May 20", the U.S. House of Wildfire is a real threat to human life an

plans to reduce wildfires, or when cut— coupled with urban planning that pre¢

ting brush and trees on forest lands. Wtents urban sprawl into fire-prone are
would also limit the ability of the public — is less expensive, more effective, a
to participate in decision-making or togenerally more ecologically sound thé
challenge wildfire prevention projectsso-called thinning projects. Howeve
through the court system. the House rejected by 239-t0-184 a I
substitute that would have required th
The bill is being touted as a means d5 percent of wildfire projects take plad
dealing with the high fuel loads in manywithin one-half mile (0.85 km) of com
US forests, which in some cases are thnaunities and water supplies.
result of decades of fire suppression.

Bushof natural forest systems in much of the
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Energy Odds and Ends

By Deb Moore, Outgoing Arctic Coordinator

ur last issue of théorthern Green Power
OLine included an article high

lighting the results of our energyOver the years, a growing number ofnergy Star
survey. One purpose of that survey wasmericans have expressed the desire tpinformation coutesy of ER at
to learn how the Northern Alaska Envichoose where their electricity comesttp://wwwepa.gov/ngystar)
ronmental Center could best assist ofirom. Although the majority of our elec-
members and the larger Fairbanks contricity comes from non-renewableENERGY STAR was introduced by the
munity in their energy conservation efsources such as coal, nuclear and natys Environmental Protection Agency
forts. The results indicated that one clearal gas; more and more people are dgy1992 as a voluntary labeling program
way we could assist would be to promandingrenewablesources such as sogesigned to identify and promote en-
vide additional information on some ofiar, wind, geothermal and biomass. l@rgy-efficient products, in order to re-
the energy conservation odds and endisct, to date thirteen states have passgflce carbon dioxide emissions. EPA
already available. Here is some of thaenewable portfolio standards that requirgartnered with the US Department of

information. power suppliers to obtain a portion of theiEnergy in 1996 to promote the EN-
electrical energy from renewable energgRGY STAR label, with each agency
Power Saver Cords sources. taking responsibility for particular prod-

uct categories. ENERGY STAR has
Practically everyone knows you need t&lectricity that is partly or wholly gener-expanded to cover new homes, most of

plug in and preheat your vehicle when iated by renewable energy sources h@se buildings sector, residential heating
gets cold outside — to avoid wear antleen termed “green power.” Currentlyand cooling equipment, major appliances,
tear on the car, to say nothing about imabout 40% of electricity customers in thgffice equipment, lighting, consumer
proving our air quality. However, keep-U.S. can choose to purchase green powgectronics, and more.

ing your engine constantly preheated uséirectly from their local utility or a com-

a lot of energy — some of which can beetitive retail electricity supplier. About|f a]| consumers, businesses, and orga-
saved using a timer or a power saved00 utilities in 31 states now offer a “greemjzations in the United States made their

cord. pricing” option where customers choos@roduct choices and building improve-

to pay higher monthly electrical rates sghent decisions with ENERGY STAR
Power saver cords allow electricity tdhat some or all of their electricity comegyyer the next decade, the national an-

pass to the engine block heater to hetiom renewable sources. (The morgya| energy bill would be reduced by
the engine up to ~40° F. At that point, alectricity derived from renewablegpout $200 billion. With that would come
switch in the cord is automatically flippedsources, the higher the price.) a sizable contribution to reducing air
to turn off the electricity to the heater. pollution and protecting the earth’s cli-
When the engine has cooled down tBor communities (such as Fairbanks) thaate for future generations.

about 20° F, the switch is flipped backlo not currently offer green power, cus-

and the electricity once again passes tomers can purchase “renewable energsgr more information, call the ENERGY
the heater. In this way, the engine isertificates.” These certificates represTaR Hotline at 1-888-STAR-YES (1-
kept preheated without wasting unnecsent the environmental attributes of ele®gg-782-7937).

essary energy. Power saver cords atrécity generated from renewable energy

conservatively estimated to reduce eacdources. While the physical electricity i§mproving Your Vehicle’s Efficiency
vehicle’s preheating energy use by abosbld into the regional market where the

40% over an engine-heating seasopower is generated, the certificate cajyouldn't it be great if everyone could
(when temperatures are 20° F or belowfe sold anywhere thereby benefiting evgo out today and buy a practical fuel

eryone. Foradditional information, go taxfficient vehicle? Well, if you're in the
Power saver cords can be purchasedww.eren.doe.gov/greenpowerimarket for a small fuel efficient car, there

and installed at some but not all autsummaryshtml and are already many decent choices avail-
garages. Check with your local mewww.eren.doe.gov/greenpowerkpie, including several hybrids. How-
chanic to see if they are available.  certificates.shtml#gcertible. ever, if you need a larger vehicle such

as a truck or SUV, you'll need to wait a
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few more before you'll find anything
remotely “fuel efficient.” Plus, how
many people can really afford to just go
out and buy a new vehicle? Although
many of us mighivantto be driving the
most fuel efficient vehicle on the road, it
isn’t really an option. ¢

So, what can we do? How about im-
proving the efficiency of the vehicle we
already own? There are quite a few
tricks that can be tried to increase your
gas mileage. Here are just a few, cour-
tesy of California Energy Commission
(www.consumerengycenterorg)

vehicle topped off may expel gaso-
line on a hot day before it has been
driven far enough to lower the fuel,

level. Spilled fuel simply evaporates
into the air.

Tire Care: Make sure your tires ars
inflated properly. The U.S. Depart-

The Northern Alaska
Environmental Center

is Online!
Visit our website at

ment of Energy says four million
gallons of gasoline could be save
nationwide each day for every ong
pound per square inch (psi) of un
der-inflation, compared to the mile-
age if all vehicle tires were inflated
to the manufacturer’s recom-
mended pressure.

Vehicle Maintenance: Make sur€

http://www .northern.org
While at our site you can:
+ Subscribe to our email lists,
including Arctic Actions and

Mining Memos!

+ Learn more about environmental

¢ CheckYour Habits: Good driving ¢ issues facing Alaska!
habits can save you money in the  your car is properly tuned, spark
long run. Accelerate gently but  plugs are firing right, and oil and| + Make a donation or renew your
Steadily — jack-rabbit starts can air filters are clean. Old, dirty oil membership on our secure online
decrease mileage by up to 12 per-  and clogged filters are a sure wa server!
cent. Use the cruise control — it to rob your engine of efficiency and.
can save fuel by maintaining a  can cause an increase in air pollu-
steady speed. tion.
N
¢ Idling Equals Zero Miles Per Gal-
lon: Turn off your car when goin Boreal ShOrtS
into the store. Leaving your car
idling wastes gas and adds to piBy Nancy Fresco,
pollution. Boreal Forest Coordinator
¢ Speeding: Fuel economy decreag oreal Buffers
as speeds go up. U.S. EPA an
Oak Ridge Natlo'nal Lab say that fter two years of delays, a bill has finally passed the Alaska State Legisla-
for cvery one mile-per-hour that ture establishing logging buffers along waterways in the state’s intgrior
you drive above 55 mph, a yehlcle region. The new law will establish no-cut and partial cut zones on pyblic
loses about one percent in fL_'e nd private land, in accordance with the agreement reached by a consensup bas
economy. A passenger car gettmgtakeholder group. Buffers will be 100 feet on each bank of non-glacial wpater-
30 miles per gallon at 55.mph, gEtXS/vays, and 66 feet on glacial streams. These widths are based on the recommer
only 27.0 mpg at 65 mph; 25.5 MPYations of a scientific committee that examined the effects of natural riparian for-
at 70 mph. ests, including shading and deposition of large woody debris into streams. While
: . ... | the new regulation is mainly intended to protect fish habitat, the buffers will falso
¢ Cut"l'ha’mMr'-Cond[n'oner. Using help shield the visual effects of logging from local residents and tourists whp are
vehicle’s air conditioner on a hq tboating or fishing.
summer day could decrease mile- )
age by as much as 21 percent. 1f
it's cool enough, use the flow
through ventilation on your car in
stead of the air conditioner.
+ Don't Top Of: Don’t “top off” at

the pump. Spilled gasoline adds-
air pollution and wastes money. ,
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Time to Move On

By Deb Moore,
Outgoing Arctic Coordinator

For the past four years, I've hadis
he wonderful priveledge to work{ =
as the Arctic Coordinator for thep s
Northern Alaska Environmental Ceni:
ter. Among other activities, I've dedi
cated my time and energy to protecti
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, in-
creasing public awareness of the va
ues of the National Petroleum Rese
—Alaska, and initiating a growing loca
energy-awareness program. At time
stressful and always challenging, th
position has provided numerous su(
cesses that have kept me going and h
made my efforts worthwhile — partlcu Deb Moore relaxes with her parents on Lake Superior while attending Brick Oven Building
rkshop.
larly the successes that have continuéty
to keep the Arctic Refuge undevelopeditill remain in the Fairbanks community andVorking for this organization has al-
will remain connected with all of my friendslowed me to grow in my abilities, in
However, the time has now come foat this organization. Plus, I'll be availableny confidence level and in my rela-
me to move on. With both anticipatiorio provide advice or assistance to Kellsionship with the community of
and sadness, | am leaving the Northestmould she need any. However, I'm alsBairbanks. | will be forever grateful
Center to join my husband in our newextremely confident that Kelly will be afan{for the experience and wish the
est challenge — to open a home-bastaktic Arctic Coordinator and is unlikelyNorthern Alaska Environmental Cen-
bread baking business. Happily, | wilto need much help! ter every success in the future!

Deb Moore

What a Long Strange Trip...

Introducing Kelly Hill Scanlon, Incoming Arctic Coordinator

magine a little girl marching aroundcided to do some exploring and we cameublic relations intern with an organi-
I the kitchen table carrying a sign readacross an abandoned strip mine. | couldrzation called Rural Action (formerly
ing “Kids should vote. Vote for believe this was part of the same beautiftile Appalachian Ohio Public Interest
Jimmy Carter.” With those first stepsarea. To me, it seemed as if | just crosséeampaign). Rural Action tied to-
of activism, my, largely apolitical, par-onto the moon. The landscape went frogether the need for finding social jus-
ents knew they were in for somethingdall trees, butterflies, and a delectable smdiee along with environmental conser-
different with their outspoken daughtergasbord for horses to nibble to a barrewation. | think this approach is so
cracked earth; orange-colored puddles, angportant because how can a miner
It was during these times that my apmounds of metal and rock scattered hape expected to support coal mining
preciation for preserving our natural rehazardly. When | found out it was just gorestrictions if it meant losing jobs? At
sources was being nurtured as weling to be left like that until the forest re-Rural Action we worked with a vari-
Most of my childhood summers wereclaimed it on its own, | knew | couldn’t letety of interests to help find answers
spent between the Hocking Hills regiorthat keep happening. My connection to ete these questions. One way we
of southeastern Ohio and exploring theironmental activism was born. started to get opposing groups to start
creeks around my Columbus, Ohio home. talking was to host monthly “Green
While horseback riding in Hocking Hills, While pursuing a journalism degree at Ohibuncheons.” The lunches featured a
the group with which | was riding de-University in Athens, Ohio, | worked as sspeaker, and then opened for discus-
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sions among the attendees. Once peoglet was a well-informed, fact-based teswanted the right “fit” for my political
on all sides of the issue got to know eadimony of the downside of the legisla-activism. During this time, an opportu-
other, the dialogue became easier. | aldon. Even the most conservative menmity came for me to move to Alaska.
produced a monthly hour-long public rabers of the committee were impressedlaska always seemed like the pinnacle
dio program featuring environmental is- of pristine habitat and environmental
sues in the region. Because I'm a firmA\fter graduating with a Masters degrestruggles, and just the place | wanted to
believer in finding successes while “fightin political science from Colorado Statebe.
ing the big fights,” | took part in a lot of University, | worked as an environmen-
local projects such as tree plantings artdl policy specialist for the National Con-Needless to say, | was amazed when |
assisting in the organization of the"™20ference of State Legislatures (NCSL)arrived in the summer of 2000. | found
anniversary celebration of Earth Day. a research-based organization that worksirbanks to be a warm, welcoming com-
with the 50-state legislatures. The amunity with boundless opportunities to
My political work went into the main- eas on which | focused were energgetinvolved in community life. My first
stream for awhile after college while Isolid waste and environmental justicethree years in Fairbanks have been ones
worked as an aide in the Ohio House diCSL gave me the opportunity to worlof great learning and changes. Most im-
Representatives. This was a great eywith legislatures around the country tgortantly, | met and married my husband,
opening experience because | got to seducate them about a variety of envBrendan. We've had many adventures
what kind of weight different versionsronmental issues. It was my job talready, from traveling the Yukon River
of political activism were given in thepresent the issue objectively to the lege building an addition onto our cabin. |
decision-making process. This was beslatures and help them gather the infowas a sixth-grade teacher at the Catho-
fore the lobbying laws became strict imation they needed to make decision$ic Schools of Fairbanks for the past three
Ohio, and believe me, there were a Idfly work with NCSL was invaluable years. | am a firm believer that our chil-
of free lunches and dinners being handéstcause it helped me to see the scogeen are the key to the future, so it was
out. Despite this open attempt to swagf players involved in every political de-fun to work with an age of children who
legislators, one of the most convincingision (at the federal, state and local levare learning how to make decisions about
speeches to a committee that | ever heagts). But, despite all of this jet-settingvhat direction they want to take in life.
came from a Greenpeace activist. bhetween Denver, D.C. and other stateBpr the past year and a half, | have been
know the committee was expecting td missed being able to advocate a posihe president of the Fairbanks Cycle
hear an emotional appeal for defeatingion in favor of the environment andClub.
the bill (related to mining), but what theystarted wondered if this was what |
With that said, | am really excited to have
come full circle back to my environmen-
tal activist roots by joining the staff of
the Northern Alaska Environmental Cen-
ter. | feel that my experience over the
past years will enable me to bring a
breadth of knowledge to the position that
will help us to achieve our goals of keep-
ing Alaska a place of beauty and wild.

Thank you for this opportunity!

4 Mining Nuggets A

The mining industry consumes
7-10% of the world’s energy,
yet provides just
0.5% of global employment,
- - g and contributes just

3 N Tl - By, W | | 0.9% to the Gross World Product,
FEa o : = ; B g o W~
Kelly Hill Scanlon, NAEC's new Arctic Coordinator (right), with her sister, Lindsay, while
biking the Denali Highway outside of Paxson last summer.

0 Kelly Hill Scanlon
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Timber First
Alaska’s State Forests Vulnerable Under New “Timber First” Legislation

By Nancy Fresco, Boreal Forest Coordinator

awaited logging buffer regula-work across the landscape. The Tanahe sustainable if logging is balanced with

tions for interior Alaska, the valley State Forest includes some of thether important uses. True value-added
spring legislative session in Juneagost highly valued lands in the state’sttilization can provide local jobs, local
brought damaging and unwarranteghterior, and is mostly located along theevenue, and sought-after products.
changes for our forests. In the very lagbad system and river system. Certainly, there is an advantage to being
days of law-making this May, our politi- able to buy beautiful furniture and
cal representatives passed Senate Bithese are the forests that people use foandcrafted bowls, utensils, and carvings
149. This bill changes the primary pureverything from hunting and fishing tothat are made in Alaska of Alaskan wood.
poses of State Forest management frogRiing to collecting traditional foods andDimensional lumber, house logs, and fire-
“multiple use” to “timber management .materials. Indeed, recent studies of nomvood play an important role in the local
.. while allowing other uses.” It alsotimber forest uses — analyzed by theconomy, and producing them where
allows for the creation of new State Forajaska Boreal Forest Council and the¢hey are needed is in general more eco-
ests from unclassified state lands; limita|aska Department of Natural Redogically and economically viable than
the creation of new riparian protectionssources, among others — indicate thatansporting them for hundreds or thou-
eliminates consideration of certain imswitching to a “logging first” mindset sands of miles. However, this does not
pacts on fisheries, wildlife, and otheinakes little economic sense. Many valean that unprocessed pulp can be con-
users; and adds wood pulp to the list qfes of the forest come from resourcesidered a high value-added product, or
products considered to be “high valuguch as berry-picking, hunting, fishingthat it should be granted the preferred
added” commodities. and recreation, which have been undestatus and streamlined timber sales that

counted economically in the past. In mostccompany that designation. Nor should

Currently, Alaska’s two State Forests argases, potentially more desirable opreferential support for the timber indus-
the 270,410-acre Haines State Forest {igher-value uses of this land have ndty lead to other resources being jeopar-
the Chilkoot, Chilkat, and Ferebee rivepeen studied, and the desires of Alaslized.
drainages in southeast Alaska, and thgns regarding its use have not been
1.8 million-acre Tanana Valley Statejetermined. Moreover, the local timbeBecause the state of Alaska owns so
Forest that stretches across the statgfjustry is being adequately supportethuch land — much of it undesignated —
central region from Manley to Fairbanksinder multiple use management. In facit,could prove disastrous to allow the state
to Tok. Although these forests comprisg the past few years, many timber salds create new state forests subject to the
only about 2% of Alaska’s state-ownegffered by the Division of Forestry havetimber-first mandate and the weakened
land, they have been selected for thejfot even been purchased. protections described above. Convert-
timber values and accessibility. They are ing general use land to timber-first state
forests without adequately examining
long-term repercussions is not in the
state’s best interest socially, environmen-
tally, or economically.

D espite the passage of muchnot contiguous, but rather create a patcsmall-scale local timber enterprises can

The new law goes even further. It ex-
pands the areas available for “value-
added” logging to include general use
land, without even first converting those
lands into designated State Forest. It also
limits the ability of the Alaska Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) to
safeguard salmon habitat and other river
resources by requiring a finding of “sig-

. : nificant state interest” before riparian
The Alaska State Legislature recently voted to make timber harvesting the primary use of . . .
Alaska’s state forests, ignoring the concerns of many other forest user groups. (Timber First, continued on pg 14)
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C Habitat
a m ‘@ a A a Camp Habitat is an exciting summer, nature

W oy education program for young people. SKilled
+=H* instructors and resource specialists lead small

% groups of Campers through outdoor activities

focusing on the ecosystems of interior Alaska,
Natuy-e ducat,on Cam Camp Habitat offers hours of fubh,

Page 11

its hative flora ahd fauha, ahd humah interac-
tion with the environment.

for Ch”dren Ages ¢-15 laughter, song and adventure!
Programs
) ] W
Pre-School  Ages 5 Y\ va
Nature Sprouts JI  June 16-20 (9:00-12:00) ’T '
Nature Sprouts III  Juhe 23-27 (9:00-12:00) ,}.Q‘ﬁ'
Day Camp Ages 6-11

Refuge Adventures (6-7) July 7-11 (9:00-¢4:00)
Water Striders (8-9) July 16-20 (9:00-4:00)
¥ *FULL* Nature Detectives (6-11) July 21-25 (9:00-4:00) *FULL *

Older campers (ages 8-11) Venture to Alaska State Parks for ah overhight
Camping trip at week’s end!

Backpacking Trips Ages 11-15 ""‘
Introduction to Backpacking (11-13)  July 1418 e
White Mountain Explorers (23-15) July 28-August 1 ‘

Join the Camp Habitat e-mail list. Be updated on upcoming events and programs throughout the year. Sub-
scribe by sending an e-mail with “subscribe Camp Habitat” in the body of the message to info@northern.org.

Scholarship applications and payment schedules are available upon request.

To register, contact:
Camp Habitat
830 College Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 Northern Alaska
(907) 452-5021 ) {w Environmental Center
camphabitat@northern.org A
www.northern.org

Friends of Creamer’s Field
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Modern Mining Myths

By Mara Bacsujlaky, Mining Coordinator

odern metal mining is produc-
M ing a legacy of dead rivers,

ruined landscapes, ang
groundwater dangerously polluted b
heavy metals and chemicals. Ecolog
cal damage of this magnitude isn’t jus
happening in countries with lax environ
mental regulations. It's also happenin
in the United States, despite environme
tal laws like the National Environmental
Policy Act, the Clean Water Act, and thg
Clean Air Act.

Part of the problem is that modern mi
ing with its open pits, massive waste roc
dumps and toxic processing chemica
has outstripped environmental and mi
ing regulations. They simply weren’
written to deal with massive open pits
over a mile wide, mountains of waste o
rock and water pollution that can last 100p% Knox tailings impoundment.
years. And where regulations prohib-
ited some actions, such as dumping taipf 2% cyanide solution will kill an adult) fact, Montana has so many streams and
ings in stream drainages, industry ha§e mining industry maintains that acciaquifers contaminated with cyanide from
successfully gained exemptions to thdental releases of cyanide are rare, botining operations that, in 1999, a
law. that when they do occur, impacts “areitizen’s initiative to ban new cyanide
transient and the recovery of the envieach operations passed by a healthy
Another part of the problem is percepronment occurs in a short perio.”  margin. Clearly Montana taxpayers,
tion. Greenwashing by the mining in- after watching their streams die and
dustry portrays mines as strictly reguHowever, that claim is not born out orfaced with a clean-up bill of close to
lated facilities that temporarily use thdéhe ground; lots of mines leak lots of cya$60 million, didn’t buy industry’s argu-
land with minimal lasting effects. Pub-hide into ground and surface waters. Iment that cyanide doesn’t cause long-
lic relations campaigns by industry tradédaho, the Grouse Creek mine had nuerm problems.
groups, such as the Gold Institute, implyerous violations discharging cyanide at
that with modern technology, mininglevels two to five times higher than al-“Zero Discharge” — Fact or Fiction?
nowadays poses little risk to the envilowed. Even after mining ceased in
ronment or public health. This articlel997, cyanide continued to leak intdMost mines process millions of tons of
looks at two major mining component$iearby Jordan Creek at levels harmfure a year. The consistency of wet ce-
—cyanide leaching and “zero dischargelo aquatic life. At the Beal Mountain,ment, tailings are what's left over after
tailings impoundments — in an effort ta<endall, Golden Sunlight and Zortmanthe ore has been processed. Current

0O Chuck Johnson

explode these myths. Landusky mines — all in Montana — nupractice for permanent tailings storage
merous cyanide spills and leaks contamis to construct a dam across the mouth
Cyanide - Mining’s Poison Pill nated drinking water aquifers and killedf stream, divert the stream, and dump

streams. These weren't transient ethe tailings in the drainage. At Ft. Knox,
Used to process both base and preciofgcts. Because of persistent cyanideutside of Fairbanks, for example, over
metals, cyanide is the reagent of choiggontamination, Pegasus Gold had to prd-000 acres of the upper Fish Creek
at modern mines. 85% of the world’yide an alternative drinking water sourc@rainage will be consumed by tailings.
gold is produced through the cyanidéo the town of Zortman, and Place(insert photo somewhere near this.)
leach procedsAlthough acknowledg- Dome bought out landowners down-
ing cyanide’s acute toxicity (1 teaspoomstream of the Golden Sunlight minén  The Clean Water Act, Section 402, pro-
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hibits polluting streams or wetlands wittpoundment started leaking. Now, pumpgill for the industry. Left with a legacy
millions of tons of sediment laced withbelow the dam keep contamination fronof dead streams, poisoned aquifers and
heavy metals and chemicals. Moderreaching groundwater and lower Fishuge clean-up bills, Montana — long a
mining has circumvented this by arguingcreek, mechanically maintaining thestalwart mining state — looked beyond
that through the construction of a dangperation’s compliance as a zero disndustry mythology and banned cyanide
the stream is converted to a waste treatharge facility. Second, a damleach operations. It may be time to take
ment facility, and thus is no longer subpumpback containment system can faia similar hard look at drainage tailings
jected to Section 402 regulations, unleds 1983, at the Golden Sunlight, an opeimpoundments. It is definitely time to
there is discharge from the facilityln  pit cyanide vat leach mine like Ft. KnoxJook beyond the mining myths and hold
general, mines do not apply for such dighe containment system failed, pollutingnining companies accountable to their
charge permits because they assert tggoundwater with 19 millions gallons ofcorporate environmental policies, which,
facility is designed for “zero discharge”.cyanide solution. without exception, promote their com-
In theory this means the dam is high mitment to environmental excellence and
enough and the impoundment larg&he only true zero discharge facilities arprotectior.
enough to hold all tailings, entrained wathose that are designed with redundant
ter, normal precipitation and major storniners and require no pumpback wells to Gjohal Mining Snapshotineral Policy
events so that no fluid escapes from theontain fluids. Impoundments create¢enter
impoundment. In practice, however, zerout of sacrificed stream drainages, likeyjaking Sense of Cyanidehe Gold Insti-
discharge is mostly fiction. the one at Ft. Knox and proposed afite, August 1999

Pogo, aren'tlined. Such facilities evens geasons to Vote Against SB 48®intana
First, although the dams are lined, thtially leak, making the term “zero dis-environmental Information Center
drainage impoundments aren’'t— miningharge” a paper fiction. 4 See, for example, Kinross Gold Corpora-
companies rely on underlying bedrock tion (Ft. Knox) atttp://www.kinross.com/
characteristics to keep tailings fluid conThus, as a result of weak enforcemembrp/hse/enviro/index.htmHecla Mining
tained. But all too often, bedrock hasf the Clean Water Act, drinking waterCompany (Grouse Creek) dtttp://
fractures and cracks not adequately modtreams, wetlands and aquatic life camww.hecla-mining.com/
eled in the design phase. These becorhe seriously impaired by tailings im-mainEnvironment.htmbnd Placer Dome
conduits for contaminated fluid to leactpoundments masquerading as wast&olden  Sunlight) — at http://
into ground water outside of the imireatment facilities. And as the pollutiofYW-Placerdome.com/sustainability/envi-
poundment. Roughly two years afteproblems in the western mining statelnment/
mining began, the Ft. Knox tailings im-demonstrates, cyanide really is a poison

Join us for the

2003 Annycil
Run for Ghe Refuyge

A benefit run to raise awareness about
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge!

What: 5K and 10K runs (and walks!) T-Shirts & Prizes
Where: UAF Paddy Center Exhibits
When: August 17 (Race Starts at 1pm) Speeches about the Refyg

For further information,
call Kelly Hill Scanlon at 452-5021 ext.24,
\ or email kelly@northern.org Y.
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(Changes, continued from pg 2) Please join me in wishing future successure you that we are glad you contact
These replace familiar characters whorto Deb and Paul and in welcoming Kellys. | also wish to emphasise that your
you have come to know: and Jessica to their challenging tasks.opinions and, in particular, suggestions on
strategy as we negotiate these turgid
Our Arctic Coordinator position The Members waters, are valued. Keep up the flow!
changed hands on 21 May, when Deb
Moore left us to pursue her brick overA number of you, in keeping with ourSpeaking of flow, | end this with hoping
bakery business in Fairbanks, followingnterest in members’ support, have corthat you’ll indeed be able to go with the
four years with NAEC. We will miss hertacted staff and board on various issué®w this summer: enjoy a bit of Alaska
sorely. However, we are pleased to webver the past few months. | welcomdf you are here, recreate and appreciate
come her replacement, Kelly Hillthis and I'm glad you've spoken to uswhatever wilderness you find yourself
Scanlon who joined us on 16 June. Kellfter all, you are one of the main reain and otherwise enjoy the summer. It
comes to us via way of the National Consons we exist. really is a great time of the year. All the
ference of State Legislatures and, locally, best until the fall.
the Immaculate Conception School. Inthis spirit, | thought it prudent to clarify
that, as a matter of policy and to the gx- ) )
Early in August,Membership and tent feasible, we welcome your (mem- IS Platinum Really Green?
Communications Director Paul Ollig bers’) comments on possible directions
will depart for further studies in Wyo-for the NAEC. We accept your ideasAlthough the mining industry touts plat
ming. We regret his departure, too, buhrough means you have at your djshum agheenvironmental metdélecause
are happy that Jessica Groshek will rggosal—email, snailmail, phone callsof its use as an automotive catalyst, a
place him, building upon her environmenamong others. While we shy away fronfuel additive to reduce emissions, anfl a
tal activism and journalism work in theengaging with you on NAEC personngekatalyst in many biodegradable housge-
Lower 48 and experience in a variety ofmatters, we certainly welcome com-hold-cleaning products, the international
leadership positions for outdoor activiments and inputs on a wide variety jofewelry market remains the largest cqn-
ties. Jessica starts with us on 30 Jur¢her topics. We might not always comeumer of the metal (51% of total wor|d
and Paul leaves on 05 August. to the same conclusion you do, but | @ggroduction of platinum).

J

(Timber First, continued from pg 10)
buffers protection can be increased.

Buy|ng a hOUSG |S an |nVEStment Such afinding is both unprecedented and

Now you can invest in the future of the Northern Center by providing a )chlearly defined. In addition, SB149

time only donation to buy part of our new building. ;glr(zia?xiyg Ist())r:g(-eteor:ntZi?eE:gg::ri;?ii?-ts

pacts when individual timber sales are

A $50 donation will buy 1/2 square foot of 830 College Road. , _
in the planning stages.

All proceeds will go directly to purchasing our new home.

A huge amount of public input has gone
into achieving a multiple-use balance in
Alaska’s State Forests and other state
land. The most recent planning process
for revision of the Tanana Valley State

D YES, I wish to buy 1/2 Sq. Ft. of the Northern Alaska
Environmental Center for $50!

Please send your donation to: NS
Northern Alaska Environmental Center, .

830 College Road é;jqress- Forest Mar_lagem(_ent Plan included dqz-
Fairbanks, AK 99701 ty: ' — ens of public meetings, hundreds of writ-
State: Zip ten and oral comments, and years of ef-

fort and compromise. The people have
shown time and time again that they

Enclosed is my check for $50 made payable to NAEC .
L] y $ pay value a wide range of forest uses, not

[] Please charge my donation to my Visa/Mastercard (circle one) Card

Number: Expiration Date:

Signature:

justlogging. They have shown that they
are concerned about balance, forest in-
tegrity, sound economics, and long-term
sustainability. Itis a shame that the state
legislature appears not to respect the
people’s interests.
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Forest Facts: Boreal Carbon Credits

By Nancy Fresco, Boreal Forest Coordinator
The spindly black spruce in ourplant matter, or trapped in the tra

northern forests and the slow-toformed organic matter that we know s
decay needles they drop may turfossil fuels, it is being kept out of the alr.
out to have hidden value. The last Alasatmospheric carbon — in the form q
kan legislative session in Juneau saw th@irbon dioxide and other gases — ex
introduction of a bill that proposes taperbates the greenhouse effect that le
ping into an atypical forest resourceto global climate change.
carbon.
The international community is geatri
Senate Bill 144 (SB144) did not suggesip towards establishing systems of trg
exploiting timber or firewood, nor did it ing in carbon credits. These cred
advocate profiting from hunting, fishing,would effectively pay those who crea|
gathering, or recreation. Instead, the bidystems to reduce or prevent greenho
addresses the forest’s potential capagas buildup in the atmosphere, wh

ity for carbon storage. charging those who add to the proble

Although many researchers feel t

Why does carbon storage or “sequeseducing outputs of greenhouse gase

tration” matter? Although the issue ishe key to long-term success —and e
far from simple, the heart of the matteplanetary ecosystem survival — so
lies in limiting the total amount of carbonscientists and politicians believe that f
is in the atmosphere at any given timessts could play an important role
When carbon is immobilized in soils orshorter-term carbon management.

Looking for a good book?

There are strange things done ‘neath the midnight sun, but a little environ
reading in a beautiful locale seems perfectly reasonable to us. This photq
near midnight on Solstice 2002, was part of the Northern Alaska Environr
Center’s recent display at Noel Wien Library. Not only are we always g
recommend inspirational books, but we also stock some excellent titles for k
adults in our gift shop at the center.

@
En
c
<
o
S
[}
Huge expanses of boreal forests stretch
across much of northern North America.

The legislative session ended before
SB144 could be passed. However, if the
bill becomes law next session, it would
create a representative Carbon Seques-
tration Advisory Committee, which
would recommend policies or programs
to the commissioner of the Alaska De-
partment of Natural Resources. The
Commissioner in turn would be expected
to produce a comprehensive assessment
of carbon sequestration potential in the
state. SB 144 states that “it is the intent
of the legislature that efforts to quantify
and verify carbon sequestration on state
and private lands enhance the ability of
mtheadtate to participate in any system of
, t@ltban sequestration marketing or trad-
nangal In other words, if there is money
adade made through carbon storage,
dé\daska wants to know how to cash in.
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Fairbanks or Bust!

Introducing Jessica Groshek, Incoming Membership and Communications Director

be moving to Fairbanks and working

for the NAEC five months ago, |
would likely have repsonded with disbe
lief. But, life works in mysterious ways,
and | am happy to accept the Membe
ship and Communications Director po
sition. In fact, when a friend asked wh
| accepted the position, | could onl
repsond by stating that it had seeming
selected me. On my visit to Fairbank
for an interview with the Northern
Alaska Environmental Center | fell in
love with the nature of the job, the peopl
| encountered, and, of course, the lant
scape.

I fyou would have told me that | would

Born and raised in rural central Wiscon
sin, my connection with nature formeda
as a result of famiy camping, hiking, andessica Groshek, originally from Wisconsin, takes over as Membership and Communica-
canoeing trips. An avid adolescent intlons Director on June 30.

terest in biology further bolstered thaHo|ding a communications position with theof a summer. 1 just spent three weeks
connection. My favorite televisionNorthern Alaska Environmental Centebackpacking in Isle Royale National
shows as a kid were Great Americai| allow me to mix two realms that | hold Park. Now, | turn my gaze northward
NOVA, Nature, and National Geo-dear to my heart: people and nature. Oms my partner Joel and | prepare for
graphic - all on public broadcasting. bf my conservation mentors has alwaythe drive to Alaska. Without a doubt,
would pour over books about animalsoyted that environmental problems areur first year in Fairbanks will repre-
sleeping with them piled high in my bedpeople problems at their root. Whether &ent a tremendous learning curve. In
Years later, my interdisciplinary interesis |aws, relationships, socioeconomic isslosing, | can’t help but state that | feel
in environmental issues still runs strongyes, education, or value systems - it dike | have hit the jackpot of jobs. |
as | have just graduated from the Uninj|s down to working with people to findextend a warm hello to NAEC mem-

[0 Jessica Groshek

versity of Wisconsin-Stevens Point withsouitions. bers and look forward to building a re-
a qouble major in Biology and lationship with all of you. Fairbanks or
Enironmental Ethics. Allin all, it is shaping up to be a whirlwind bust!

4 Mark Your Calendars! )
10th Annual
JSVorthern Alaska Lnviconmental Center Auction
October 18, 2003
6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

An evening full of entertainment, food, fundraising and socialising
\ for the whole family! Y.
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Denali’'s Backcountry at a Crossroads

By Linda Paganelli, Denali Coordinator

input on Denali’s Draft Environ- is not the role of the NPS to predeterthe park, management decisions have

mental Impact Statement for thamine what “variety of opportunities” fu- been oriented to the preservation of the
Backcountry Management Plarture generations will have but rather itisntangible values of wilderness.” The
(BCMP) closed on May 30In our com- the fundamental role of the NPS to enNAEC encourages the NPS to maintain
ments to the National Park Servicasure that the opportunity to enjoy thehis historic precedent and to not be com-
(NPS), the Northern Alaska Environ-natural resources, wilderness values, apélled to create “new methods of man-
mental Center (NAEC) urged the Sersubsistence uses embodied in Denaliiggement” that cater to the “pressure for
vice to select some close facsimile abackcountry remain viable. The NPSomfortable, convenient, and predictable
actions delineated in Alternative B of the@CMP should focus on preserving theccess” to an outstanding wilderness
Draft BCMP for stewarding Denali’s opportunity to experience wilderness angesource.
wilderness backcountry. all its associated values rather than pro-

viding for prescribed uses that may oAlternative B - The “Wilderness
Goal of the BCMP may not be deemed appropriate at th&rst” Alternative
present time or in the future.

Congress, in the Organic Act of 1916 The basic premise of Alternative B is to
and subsequently in the Redwoods N&Need for a Plan “emphasize wilderness resource values
tional Park Expansion Act of 1978, and opportunities for self-reliant, non-
clearly specified that the primary role ofThe NAEC notes that, to date, there hafotorized recreation” and to “expand
the NPS is to protect and preserve thgeen inadequate planning for the proteenotorized access only after Congress
resources, both the tangible and the ition of resources in the 1980 Park Addiacts on new wilderness designation.”
tangible. As written, the BCMP goal in-tions and that visitation and uses that afthe NPS has identified 3.75 million
dicates that the primary role the NPS idegrading those resources, some occueres of the additions as suitable for wil-
undertaking is to “provide future generaring with questionable legal authorityderness, a new review would likely add
tions with a variety of opportunities tohave increased, at an alarming rateo that inventory, and 2.25 million acres
experience the backcountry,” and thafherefore, the NAEC agrees that somef the 1980 Park Additions were rec-
secondarily, the resource will be proapproach to managing these activities tmmended by the NPS for Wilderness
classification. Although the wilderness
review process is in limbo, the NAEC
contends that the NPS must manage
Denali’'s backcountry so as not to jeop-
ardize the future inclusion of these lands
as Wilderness.

The comment period for providingtected. The NAEC would argue that itvarranted. “Throughout the history of

The “wilderness resource values” for
which the park is set aside are clearly
those values of wilderness identified in
the Wilderness Act and ANILCA, which
include the absence of reminders of civi-
lization and mechanized devices. Be-
cause motorized access into the addi-
tions has been allowed to expand since
1980 with resulting negative impacts to
resources, some of the recommended
land areas are probably no longer suit-
able as wilderness. Although, the NPS
Denali National Park’s Backcountry Management Plan could potentially ensure thamig suggest that their proposed recre-
incredible natural resources, wilderness values, and subsistence uses embodied in Reiwal& motorized access scenarios in Al-
backcountry remain viable. ternatives A, C, D, and E may be re-

0 John Lyle
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(Denali BCMP, continued)
scinded at some future date if the la
in question is designated Wilderness, t
political pressures to undo such usesw
be formidable and unlikely.

Alternative D — NPS Preferred Al-
ternative

Under their preferred alternative, thg
NPS proposes to expand “recreation
opportunities in many areas of the pa
and preserve.” Unfortunately, the thrug
of the expanded opportunities relates {3
motorized recreation. Snowmobile usf
would be condoned over larger areas ¢
the Park Additions and scenic air tou
landings would be introduced in are e 4.
where it presently is not occurring.  [SEEERaEE SEERE S g g D E A g b AEAT ,
Barren-ground caribou, one of the most visible inhabitants of Denali National Park’s
The NPS stated objective to “protect andackcountry, depend on a balance between preservation of the park’s wilderness characte
preserve the park’s natural and culturand accessibility of the park to visitors to remain a healthy and stable population.
resources and values, and wilderness

resource values, including naturapresent and future generations, rather enumerated in Alternative B, re-
soundscapes and intangible values sutthan politics, needs to guide the future  source protection is the first and

as solitude,” are fully supported by thenanagement of the Park’s resources and  foremost mission of the NPS, and
NAEC. However the NPS, in selectinghe uses that are permitted to occur make no decisions regarding the

Alternative D as the preferred coursavithin its bounds. appropriate or inappropriate use of
of action, falls short of fulfilling this ob- motorized vehicles in our wilder-
jective. The Northern Alaska Environmental ness Park until Congress acts on
Center has urged the NPS to take the the NPS wilderness recommenda-
NAEC Committed to Preserving following actions prior to implementing tions.
Denali’s Wilderness a backcountry plan that will have con-
sequences over the life of the Park: 2. Use 1980 as the baseline for de-
Sound science and the philosophical im- termining types and levels of use

perative for preserving wilderness for 1. Support the prudent precepts  that are in keeping with the legis-

Volunteers Wanted!

We are looking for folks who would like to write
short individual biographies of significant

volunteers and activists from the
Northern Alaska Environmental Center’s past.

If you are interested in learning more about this opportunity, or if you know someone who is,
please call Arthur at
452-5021ext:25, or emalthur@northern.org
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lative intent of ANILCA and for
establishing a starting point from
which to measure impactstothe 4.
Park’s resources, those that
have occurred over the last 23
years and those that the NPS
deem are appropriate for the
future.

The NPS must define within th
context of the BCMP thg
ANILCA term “traditional ac-
tivities” for the Park Additions
Without defining this term, thg
NPS fails to guide what uss
may lawfully occur on the land
Programmatic plans, such as a

Park, the Soundscape Preservaironmental Center is hopeful that t
tion and Noise ManagementNational Park Service will modify to
Plan, and a Subsistence Plargreat extent their preferred Alternati
need to be formulated andD. In selecting an alternative that mg

Wilderness Plan for the OldIn conclusion, the Northern Alaska E{-
q
(5

implemented prior to further ef- closely adheres to the principles sumrlu; -

forts being made on the BCMPrized in Alternative B, the NPS woul
to ensure that these plans arexhibit their dedication to not only prg
not constrained by the actiortecting the Park’s resources, but to
plan and that resource protecstoring the wilderness character
tion precedes planning for rec-Denali National Park and Preserve.

We welcome any comments or suggestions you may h

Do you enjoy reading A

The Northern Line?

Is there a topic that you would like to see us
discuss more often?

regarding its contentFeel free to email us at

reational use of the backcountiy:
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—
M

e

to thank the following founda-
[ tions, for their dedication and
support of our work!

Thank you to th&rainerd Founda-
d-tion for its support of the membe
ship and mining programs.

O

Thank you to thé\laska Conserva-
tion Foundation for its support of
Camp Habitat through the ACF i
ternship program, and for its supp
of our memberships in the Grea
Fairbanks Chamber of Commer|
and the Rotary Club.

We would like to take a momept

=
-~ —

We also thank the more than 20 infl}-

L)
192

vidual Major Donors who patrtici-
pated in the 2003 Major Donor Ca

Card Number
Signature

Name:
Address:
Phone: Email:
Renewal 0 New Memberl Extra Donationl

0 $33Individual 0 $38 Familyl 0 $55 Sponsdr 0 $110 Donor 0 $ 275 Patroih 0 $28 Student/Senidr $
Does your employer match donations to nonprofit organizations? Check with your personnel office for more information.
0 Please charge my donation to my credit card ( visa / mastercard )

Expiration Date

Other

Your contribution is fully tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
Thank you for your support. Please return to: NAEC, 830 College Road, Fairbanks AK 99701

info@northern.orgwith your thoughts! paign who helped this campaign raje
\_ orgyvin'y gnts: Y. \more than $20,000.
Shape and Protect Alaska’s Future...

...become a member of the Northern Alaska Environmental Center or make a don:

htion.
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Conservation Abstracts

By Florence Collins, Member

Items from Conservation Abstracts may be reproduced in nonprofit newsletters
or similar publications. Please credit the original source.

ANARCTIC NATIONAL Wildlife Ref-  PLASTIC GROCERY BAGS ae THE JUNEAU-SKAGWAY ROAD
uge exhibit of photos at the Smithsoniansanned from at least 30 villages, includeroposal has been “re-started” by the
Museum of Natural History was movedng Galena, Emmonak, and Kotlik, andviurkowski administration, which asked
from near the main rotunda to a spot iBethel will probably vote on banningthe Dept of Transportation to collect
the basement designed for photographiiem in October. They were blowing outscoping comments on Juneau transpor-
displays, and captions were trimmed tef trash dumps, catching along roads, itation options.” The road poses safety
just a few words.The photos, byrees, in rivers, and tangled aroundsks (avalanche danger would make it
Subhankar Banerjee, had captions, ialmon and seals. Fairbanks Daily News$he most dangerous road in Alaska”);
cluding one by ex Pres. Carter, clearlyiner, May 3, 2003, p A3. would waste taxpayer money (estimated
advocated preservation of ANWR as .. at more than $300 to $500 million). It
wilderness, and at a Senate hearing §fPMBINING THE FISH and Wildlife '\ 14210 harm Berners Bay, rzear
May 20, 2003, Sen. Durbin (D-IL) said”rotection Division and the State Troopy | - |- e creational use as well as
the Smithsonian moved the exhibit in re€rS: as proposed by the Murkowski & S;Pawning grounds that feed marine mam-
action to political pressure. Fairbank&ninistration, has caused the resignatiorl -, = "5 =\ 0 o destroyed.

Daily News Miner, May 2, 2003, p. A1,°f the Div_isions director, whq said theRavencaII, Spring 2003, p. 1,7.
A6 May 21, p A1, A1l change will shortchange wildlife protec-

tion. Public SafetyCommission Tandesk

ABOUT 17,000 ACRES of Afognak Is. announced the merger in March and still
backs the proposal but will not make

may be acquired by the state, as envk "o Gcion until July or August
ronmental groups will ‘match funds’ with _ . . : " tives; environmentalists are opposing the
. : Fairbanks Daily News Miner, May 4, . ;
the Exxon Valdez oil spill money, and2003 0. A3 4 that involve Juneau Ck., in order to
other sources to buy the land from Na-~""" """ ™" protect the Resurrection Pass Trail.
tive corporations. Fairbanks Daily NewsAN INITIATIVE PETITION to ban They and many local people prefer up-
Miner, May 3, 2003, p. A3. bear baiting has been filed—it needs tgrading the present highway, to ‘protect
be signed by 23,148 verified voters to bthe river and the safety of the traveling
put on the 1004 ballot. The Spirit, Springublic.’ Sierra Club Alaska, e-mail, May
2003, p. 1. - 14, 2003.
Yad
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STERLING HIGHWAY BYPASS
round Cooper Landing, proposed by the
ept. of Transportation, has 9 alterna-
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