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Forest Facts - Soils
By Nancy Fresco
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Variations in soil composition create a mosaic of
ecosystems in Alaska’s boreal forests
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Northern Hawk Owls thrive in interior spruce
forests
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The Fort Knox open pit gold mine, Fairbanks
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Mine Dredgings
By Mara Bacsujlaky
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Introduction to Solar Energy

Buying a house is an investment!
Now you can invest in the future of the Northern Center by providing

a one time only donation to buy part of our new building.

A $50 donation will buy 1/2 square foot of 830 College Road.
All proceeds will go directly to purchasing our new home.

YES, I wish to buy 1/2 Sq. Ft. of the Northern Alaska
Environmental Center for $50!

    Please charge my donation to my Visa/Mastercard (circle one) Card
Number:             Expiration Date:

Signature:

Please send your donation to:
���������	
��
��������������
�������

������

��������

�������
���	�������

Enclosed is my check for $50 made
payable to NAEC
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Boreal Shorts
By Nancy Fresco

The Northern
Center is Online!

Visit our website at
http://www.northern.org

While at our site you can:

¨ Visit our exclusive Fort Knox and
True North Photo Galleries!

¨ Subscribe to our email lists, includ-
ing Arctic Action and Mining
Memos!

¨ Learn more about environmental
issues facing Alaska!

¨ Read past Northern Line issues!
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A pair of grizzly cubs trailing their mother

through Denali National Park
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The Sheenjek River in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
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 Sonja Ollig

The Northern Center has
moved!

Our new address is:
830 College Road

Fairbanks, AK 99701-1535

(907) 452-5021 * (907) 452-3100 (fax)
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Shape and Protect Alaska’s Future. . .
.  .  . become a member of the Northern Center or make a  donation.

�  $30 Individual��  $35 Family��  $50 Sponsor��  $100 Donor   �  $ 250 Patron��  $25  Student/Senior �  $  _______  Other

Does your employer match  donations to nonprofit organizations?  Check with your personnel office for more information.

� Please charge my donation to my Visa/Mastercard  (circle one)

Card Number                      Expiration Date

Signature

Your contribution is fully tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
Thank you for your support. Please return to: NAEC, 830 College Road, Fairbanks AK 99701 ��1!

Renewal  �          New Member  �            Extra Donation  �

Thanks to Our Hardworking Volunteers!
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Northern Alaska Environmental Center
830 College Rd.

Fairbanks, AK 99701
(907)452-5021

FAX (907) 452-3100
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ON AUGUST 2, 2001, THE U.S. HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES VOTED 223 TO 206
to open ANWR to oil exploration; the vote
was apparently due to a last-minute deci-
sion by the AFL-CIO labor unions to join
their efforts to those of the Teamsters Union
in lobbying for the opening. The matter now
will be addressed in the Senate.. Fairbanks
Daily News-Miner,(FDNM), Aug. 2, ’01, p.
A-1, A-7

WHETHER TO OPEN THE ARCTIC NA-
TIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE COASTAL
PLAIN—Area 1002—to oil exploration or
not will be voted on in the U. S. House of
Representatives on August 2nd or 3rd; it is
“too close to call,”  but environmentalists
are hoping enough moderate Republicans
will join Democrats to defeat the Bush ad-
ministration and other Republicans to elimi-
nate the “ANWR-opening language”  in an
energy bill. Export of any ANWR oil would
be prohibited, in any  case. Alaska News
Nightly, July 31, 2001

A RED DOG MINE TRUCK SPILLED
ABOUT 10 TONS OF ZINC CONCEN-
TRATE on the haul road between the mine
and the Chukchi Sea coast on July 20th; it
was nearly all cleaned up 11 hours later.
High contamination levels along the road
could be due to dust blowing from trucks,
rather than from spills. FDNM,  July 22,
2001, p. A_3

FOUR DOUBLE-HULLED OIL TANKERS
are now in  service—BP Exploration Alaska
Inc.  has 3, and plans to add 3 more, begin-
ning in 2003. Phillips Alaska Inc.’s first one
left Valdez with a load of crude oil July 12;
it “poured out more smoke than state rules
allow, but it is being given time to “fine-
tune its operations.”  FDNM, July 12, p. A-
4, B-3; July 28, p. A-3

THE COPEPR RIVER DELTA WILL BE
“drilled for oil” if a National Forest Service
decision is carried out. “Also pending is a
proposal on a coal strip-mine operation “
and power plant there. National Wildlife,
June- July 2001, p. 65

THE GRIZZLY POPULATION IN  is esti-
mated at 12,000,of which 1000 to 1600 are
shot yearly;  biologists feel this is a sustain-
able number. Parts of the Alaska Peninsula
can support 1500 bears in 1000 square miles,
but on the North Slope the same area can
hold only 465 bears. About ¾ of the cubs
survive under natural conditions, more do
so in the North slope “oil patch,”  but the
number “plunges toward zero” when the
bears head for camps, native villages, and
hunters’ bivouacs. National Geographiic,
July 2001, p. 2-25

AN ORCA (KILLER WHALE) THAT WAS
STRANDED AND DIED LAST SUMMER
outside Cordova had high levels of indus-
trial poisons such as PCB ������$3�� ���
�������	��	�������	�I��(��(�����������:888����
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