
Date: _______________
Best Interest Findings
Alaska Department of Natural Resources
Division of Oil and Gas
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1100
Anchorage, AK 99501
dog.bif@alaska.gov
Re: Comments on the March 4, 2026 Director’s Preliminary Determination for Oil and Gas Exploration Licensing in the Yukon Flats Area
Dear Alaska Department of Natural Resources,
I am writing to comment on the March 4, 2026, Director’s Preliminary Determination proposing to make state lands within the Yukon Flats Area eligible for oil and gas exploration licensing.
I strongly oppose the proposal to designate state lands in the Yukon Flats determination area as available for oil and gas exploration licensing.
The Yukon Flats region is one of Alaska’s most ecologically significant landscapes. This vast wetland complex supports important habitat for migratory birds, fish populations, and numerous wildlife species. The region is also part of a larger interconnected watershed that sustains salmon-bearing rivers and subsistence resources relied upon by rural communities.
Opening these lands to exploration licensing risks introducing industrial development into an area that remains largely intact and ecologically sensitive. Oil and gas exploration activities may require seismic work, road construction, water withdrawals, and other infrastructure that can disturb wildlife habitat, degrade water quality, and fragment landscapes critical to fish and wildlife.
Local communities rely heavily on subsistence fishing, hunting, and gathering to sustain their families and cultural traditions. Salmon populations in the Yukon River watershed are already facing unprecedented declines. Introducing additional industrial activity in the region could further threaten the freshwater ecosystems that salmon and other subsistence species depend on.
The decision being considered at this stage—to make lands eligible for exploration licensing—would open the door to future exploration proposals across a very large portion of the Yukon Flats region. Such a designation should not occur without a thorough evaluation of the ecological, subsistence, and cultural values at stake.
For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Department of Natural Resources not to designate state lands in the Yukon Flats determination area as eligible for oil and gas exploration licensing.
Sincerely,
Name: ______________________________
Village/Community: ________________________________________
Contact Information (optional): _________________________________________
