Alaska Center for the Environment ¢ Alaska Coalition* « Alaska Coalition of Washington
Alaska Wilderness League * Alaska Wildlife Alliance « Albert Lea Audubon (Albert Lea, MN)
* Allegheny Defense Project (Kane, PA) « American Canoe Association « Animal Welfare
Institute (Larkspur, CA) ¢ Arctic Treks (Fairbanks. AK) ¢ Arctic Wild (Fairbanks. AK)
Atlantic Audubon Society » The Ascending Path, LLC (Anchorage, AK) « Audubon Society of
Fort Collins » Audubon Minnesota « Brandenburg/Ravenwood Studios (Ely, MN) e
Californians for Western Wilderness (San Francisco, CA) « Center for Biological Diversity ¢
The Center for the Celebration of Creation (Philadelphia, PA) « Central Minnesota Audubon
Society « Cetacean Society International (Georgetown, CT) ¢ Colin Tyler Photography
(Chugiak, AK) « Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund (Chambersburg, PA) ¢
Defenders of Wildlife « Desert Dog Photography (Santa Fe, NM) ¢ Earthjustice ¢
Environment America ¢ The Episcopal Church ¢ Equinox Wilderness Expeditions
(Anchorage, AK) ¢ Eyak Preservation Council « Florida Billfish, Inc. ¢ Foothills Audubon
Club (Berthoud, CO) ¢ Great Old Broads For Wilderness (Durango, CO) « Gwich’in Steering
Committee » Indigenous Environmental Network (Bemidji, MIN) ¢ The Interfaith Council for
the Protection of Animals & Nature (Atlanta, GA) « 1zaak Walton League of America- Walter
J. Breckenridge Chapter (Brooklyn Park, MN) Kaktovik Arctic Adventures ¢ Kettle Range
Conservation Group (Republic, WA) « League of Conservation Voters ¢ League of Women
Voters of Indiana ¢ League of Women Voters Minnesota « Magic (Palo Alto, CA) « Mankato
Area Environmentalists (Mankato, MN) « Minnesota Fly Fishers « Minnesota River Valley
Audubon Chapter « National Audubon Society  National Catholic Rural Life Conference
(Des Moines, IA) » National Wildlife Federation « Natural Resources Defense Council ¢
Northern Alaska Environmental Center « New Mexico Audubon Council « New Mexico
Wilderness Alliance » Northeastern Minnesotans for Wilderness « Outdoor Pro Shop, Inc.
(Rohnert Park, CA) ¢ Pennsylvania Council of Churches « Project Coyote (Larkspur, CA) e
Republicans for Environmental Protection ¢ Resisting Environmental Destruction on
Indigenous Lands ¢ Richard Hamilton Smith Photography (Park Rapids, MIN) ¢ Round Ideas
Institute (Jemez Springs, NM) « Sam Roberts Photography (Millbrae, CA) « Saves the Whales
(Seaside, CA) « Shadow of the Bear (Culver City, CA) « Sierra Club ¢ Skagit Audubon Society
(Mt. Vernon, WA) « Speak Out for Species (Athens, GA) » St Cloud Area Environmental
Council » Trustees for Alaska « Voices for Earth Justice (Southfield, MI) « Wachiska Audubon
Society (Lincoln, NE) « Washington Association of Churches « Wild South (Ashville, NC) e
Wilderness Rites, LLC (Ashland, OR) » The Wilderness Society

May 2009

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator,

On behalf of the millions of conservationists our organizations and businesses from across the
country represent, we write in opposition to S. 503, the ‘No Surface Occupancy Western Arctic
Coastal Plain Domestic Energy Security Act’ introduced by Senators Murkowski (AK-R) and
Begich (AK-D). This legislation would undermine the fundamental purpose of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge to protect wilderness and wildlife by opening the area to oil leasing and
development.



At a time when Congress has a historic opportunity to pass legislation focused on clean, renewable
energy sources, energy efficiency and conservation, and reversing climate change, we are deeply
disappointed that the Alaska delegation is trying, once again, to divert attention from necessary
policy to rehash the unproductive debate over developing the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

Our nation is already on a path to significantly reduce its oil addiction through sustainable clean
energy solutions. In fact, changes in policy and practices from just the past few years have set us on
track to reduce our oil consumption by an amount 17 times that of the speculative oil potential
estimated from the Refuge over the same period. And with the current legislation being considered
in Congress, there is so much more that can be done. With the right leadership, America can have
energy policy that continues to reduce our use of fossil fuels, while ensuring that our most important
wild places are passed on to our children and grandchildren.

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is a national treasure, and protecting the Arctic Refuge has
long been a top priority for the members of our organizations. The Refuge’s coastal plain sustains
hundreds of species of wildlife, as well as the culture and way of life of the Gwich’in Nation and
other Alaska Native communities. S. 503 would seriously threaten these resources. The bill’s
sponsors tout unproven, exaggerated oil potential from the Refuge’s speculative reserves, sought
ostensibly through directional drilling and pipeline technology that is currently untested in Alaska.
At the same time, S. 503 would allow surface activities including seismic and exploratory drilling
across the biological heart of the Refuge, disturbing denning habitats used by imperiled polar bears
and harming sensitive tundra vegetation. The legislation promotes increased development focused
along the Canning River and across the entire Refuge coast, activity which risks dangerous spills in
key wildlife and subsistence areas of the coastal plain. Furthermore, the bill would waive vital
environmental laws and destroy the very values for which the Refuge was originally set aside nearly
50 years ago — its unparalleled wilderness and wildlife.

With so many loopholes and exaggerated claims, it is hard to take this legislation as much more
than a Trojan horse aimed at opening the entire Arctic Refuge Coastal Plain to oil leasing,
exploration, and development.

Americans deserve a cheaper, quicker, safer and cleaner energy policy that safeguards the wild
places we care so deeply about. Congress has repeatedly rejected attempts to open the Arctic
Refuge to oil drilling. Instead of trotting out dead-on-arrival proposals, it’s time for America to
prioritize clean, renewable energy solutions that move our country away from our addiction to oil
and protect the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge as Wilderness.

*The Alaska Coalition is a coalition of over 1,000 businesses and organizations across the country
committed to keeping Alaska wild.



